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In this paper | am concerned to speak as specifically and illustratively as possible about
certain instances of the complex relationship between anthropological scholarship and
the formation of state policies. In what ways is anthropological scholarship deployed in
the development of government policy? Is the production of knowledge deployed in
the exercise of a state’'s governmentality with respect to indigenous peoples in fact
distinct from anthropological knowledge? Using case-studies from my work in
California and Palestine, | elaborate these themes and question and show how in these
instances states deploy policies that rely upon anthropological framework and
epistemologies both with and without the complicity of anthropologist themselves.
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