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This paper will present and discuss some of the oral narratives of Maya speaking
residents of Santa Elena that touch on archaeological sites as material remains of
past societies and the perceived relationship between these sites and the cultural
landscape. The land surrounding Santa Elena is often described as having
suprasensible or aesthetic qualities and archaeological sites are thought to be
inhabited by non-human but active entities (including the pixan). As part of these
narratives, archaeological sites play a significant role in the intangible cultural
heritage of the area. These narratives also form part of the religious group-making
associated with the recent popularity of new Christian denominations
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