UBC DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY NEWSLETTER

VOLUME 13, ISSUE 2, 2018

ANTHROPOLOGY NEWS
OCTOBER 2018
Announcements &
Events
p. 2-5

Publica3ons &
Presenta3ons
p. 6

Two Anthropology
colloquia remain this
Term, “The Monkey as
Mirror” with Emiko
Ohnuki-Tierney and
“Illusions of Control”
with Shannon Walsh.

In a sweet discovery, Michael
Blake and a team of archaeologists
have traced the origins of chocolate
back to South America, 1,500 years
earlier than previously believed.
Their research has been covered by
media outlets across the globe
including BBC, the Smithsonian
Magazine, and The Guardian.
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Primates visiting primates: ARCL 326 trip
to the Greater Vancouver Zoo, Aldergrove
On September 24, 2018, a beautifully sunny fall day, the
students of the Primatology course (ARCL 326) took a trip to
the Greater Vancouver Zoo in Aldergrove as an exercise in
primate observation. The class was met by one of the animal
care managers, Menita Prasad, who guided the students to
each of the primate enclosures and educated them a little
about the individuals in their care and how they came to be
there. The students had the opportunity to ask Prasad
questions related their group projects: sex and captive
breeding, primate social and ecological strategies, primate
cognition, and conservation. The students were encouraged to
take photos or videos of the primates and use those
observations in their group presentations. One student
commented:
“The Zoo trip provided our class with important experience and applicable understanding of our
subject matter [...] crucial to the
comprehension and long-term retention of
knowledge...”
Some students were apprehensive about
supporting that institution for moral and
ethical reasons, which was respected,
however, the students decided to go so they
might broaden their understanding of what
the institution does for the animals in their
care and where they were obtained. Prasad
informed the students that many of the
primates (particularly the marmosets) were
rescued exotic pets, and although the ideal
situation would be to return them to the wild
or to make more consorted efforts to deter the trafficking of exotic animals, once a primate baby is
removed from its natural environment and gown past the juvenile phase, it has lost the opportunity
to learn how to “be a primate” in the wild. The students saw the zoo trip as an opportunity to make
direct connections between the primates they observed and the readings and lectures, deepening
their understanding of primate behaviour and conservation.
Heather Robertson
PhD candidate and Sessional Instructor, ARCL 326 Primatology
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On October 30, 2018, the
Anthropology Graduate Student
Association (AGSA) hosted our
first Pizza with Faculty Talk
Series. Gaston Gordillo
presented “The Power of
Mountains: On Terrain as
Sentient Being.” A groups of 39
faculty, graduate and
undergraduate students
attended. The next talk in this
series will be on November 27
with new Anthropology
department faculty member
Camilla Speller.

A new video interview with
professor emeritus Robin Ridington,
interviewed by Frédéric Laugrand, is
available on Anthropologie et
Societes. Robin talks about animals
among the Dane-Zaa and the
continuity of a hunting culture.
Watch the video here:
http://tiny.cc/Robin-Ridington-Film

SSHRC Postdoctoral Fellow Paula Pryce will facilitate a
screening of the film “In Pursuit of Silence,” including a
conversation with film director, Patrick Shen, and
producer, Cassidy Hall.
The screening will take place at Green College Coach
House on Wednesday, November 28 at 4:30 pm.
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From October 2018, Memory is available through UBC Press. Co-edited by UBC Anthropology
faculty member Mark Turin, Philippe Tortell (Peter Wall Institute) and Margot Young (UBC
Law), the collection has contributions from seven UBC Anthropology faculty and community
members, including Wade Davis, Nicolla Levell, Andrew Martindale, Sara Shneiderman,
Diana Marsh and Laura Osorio Sunnucks.
Taking the 100th anniversary of the end of World War I as a catalyst, this book examines the
character of memory and remembrance. The essays ask readers to think creatively and deeply
about the composition and practice of memory, and how it is transmitted, recorded, and distorted
through time and space.
Memory navigates a broad terrain, with essays drawn from a diverse group of contributors who
capture different perspectives on the idea of memory in fields ranging from molecular genetics,
astrophysics and engineering to law, Indigenous oral histories, and the natural world. This book
challenges readers to think critically about memory. Reflecting upon memory in engaging and
unexpected ways, this collection offers an interdisciplinary roadmap for exploring how, why, and
when we remember.
Memory can be ordered through the UBC Press website https://www.ubcpress.ca/memory and
will soon be made available as a free, open access e-book, through the academic digital library
JSTOR.
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Publications
Andrew Martindale, Sara Shneiderman & Mark Turin
2018. Andrew Martindale, Sara Shneiderman and Mark Turin. ‘Time, Oral Tradition and
Technology’ in Memory. Edited by Philippe Tortell, Mark Turin and Margot Young. Vancouver,
Canada: Peter Wall Institute and UBC Press. pages 197-206.
Bruce Granville Miller
2018. Review of ‘Dominic O’Sullivan, Indigeneity: A Politics of Potential: Australia, Fiji, and New
Zealand.’ Pacific Affairs. 91(3): 648-650.
Paula Pryce
2018. Review of ‘Not Extinct: Keeping the Sinixt Way.’ Ormsby Review. Number 406. October 24.
https://bcbooklook.com/2018/10/24/406-the-sinixt-are-not-extinct/

Presentations
Ezra Greene
Kivalliq Wildlife Board, Qovik Netser and Ezra Greene. “Caribou Co-Management in the Kivalliq.”
Poster presentation at the North American Caribou Workshop, Ottawa, ON, October 29, 2018.
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The Department of Anthropology and the University of BriCsh Columbia
are located on the tradiConal, ancestral, and unceded territory of the
Musqueam people.
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