
 

 

 

 

 

 

Grants & Awards 

Camilla Speller 

 

 

 

 

 

Jing Li 

Anthropology MA student Jing Li and her project supervisor, Dr. Amanda Cheong, UBC 

Sociology Assistant Professor, have been awarded a Mitacs Research Training award for their 

project exploring the experiences of nonresidents who have given birth in Canada. This 

interdisciplinary collaboration with Dr. Megan Gaucher (Carleton University), Dr. Jamie Liew 

(University of Ottawa), and Dr. Yin-Yuan Chen (University of Ottawa) will: 

Examine how “birth tourism” is framed in current policy, political, and media debates, and 

identify how these frames and definitions influence current approaches to identifying and 

estimating the prevalence of “birth tourists” in Canada and disentangle the potentially diverse 

motivations and experiences of non-resident parents who give birth to their children on 

Canadian soil. 

 

UBC has been awarded a 

Canadian Foundation for 

Innovation-John Evans 

Leadership Fund (CFI-

JELF) award to establish 

an Ancient DNA and 

Protein (ADαPT) Facility 

in the Department of 

Anthropology. This new 

lab is currently under 

construction and will 

create a state-of-the-art 

clean room for the 

analysis of ancient 

biomolecules. The ADαPT  

 
facility will be located within the Museum of Anthropology and will enhance the analytical 
capacity of the Laboratory of Archaeology, allowing for high-resolution biomolecular 
reconstructions of ancient environments and ecosystems and the roles and experiences of 

humans within them. 

https://migration.ubc.ca/sites/migration.ubc.ca/files/u348/summernews2020edit.pdf


This project will rely on discourse analysis of government documents, parliamentary debates 

and media reports, as well as in-depth qualitative interviews with non-resident parents of 

Canadian-born children. The interviews are expected to highlight respondents' experiences 

and challenges with regards to migration, integration, family planning, and reproductive 

healthcare access. 

The award is provided through Mitacs, a national nonprofit research organization, and a 

matching co-sponsorship from UBC Migration, a UBC Research Excellence Cluster. 

 
Mark Turin 
Professor Mark Turin’s team received a Rapid-Response Grant on Covid-19 for their project, 

“Structural Inequality and Epidemiological Invisibility: Himalayan New Yorkers Respond to 

Covid-19”. 

 
 

 

Martina Volfová 

PhD student Martina Volfová is one of the Recipients of the Council of the Federation Literacy 
Award for Yukon 2020. 

 
 
Upcoming Departmental Events 
 
The Department of Anthropology’s Colloquium Series 

The series hosts engaging guest speakers whose lectures span all the sub-disciplines of 

Anthropology and Archaeology.  The Colloquium Series runs throughout the academic year, 

Thursdays, 12:30-2:00 pm. 
 

 
Date Speaker Title 

Oct 22, 2020 Karine Gagné, Assistant 

Professor, Department of 

Sociology & Anthropology, 

University of Guelph 

Decolonizing Climate Knowledge: Expertise, 

Citizenship, and Technocratic Imagination in 

the Indian Himalayas 

 

Nov 5, 2020 Candis Callison, Associate 

Professor, School of 

Journalism, UBC 

Unsettling the Present: Systems Journalism and 
Civic Imaginaries 
 

https://covid19research.ssrc.org/grantee/structural-inequality-and-epidemiological-invisibility-himalayan-new-yorkers-respond-to-covid-19/
https://covid19research.ssrc.org/grantee/structural-inequality-and-epidemiological-invisibility-himalayan-new-yorkers-respond-to-covid-19/
https://yukon.ca/en/news/liard-first-nation-language-department-receives-literacy-award
https://yukon.ca/en/news/liard-first-nation-language-department-receives-literacy-award
https://anth.ubc.ca/events/event/anth-colloquia-decolonizing-climate-knowledge-expertise-citizenship-and-technocratic-imagination-in-the-indian-himalayas/
https://anth.ubc.ca/events/event/anth-colloquia-unsettling-the-present-systems-journalism-and-civic-imaginaries/


Departmental workshop on “Politics of Race in the Classroom” 

October 27, 2020 Tuesday, 12:30 – 2:00 PM 

The departmental workshop focused on addressing the politics of race in the classroom. This 

meeting is open to all teaching faculty and graduate students/Teaching Assistants. Our goals 

at this initial meeting are to share resources and strategies for discussing and addressing race 

and racism in the classroom, and identify some priority areas for future training/actions. We 

will circulate a short survey and agenda prior to the meeting. 

 

 

The weekly Coffee, Community, and Conversation (3C)    

This is a social event for Anthropology students, faculty and staff  at UBC to come together 

discuss current Anthropological happenings, Wednesdays, 10:00-10:45 am.  
 

 
 

 

Stay tuned for the Faculty Brown Bag Lunch series that will begin later in the fall.  

Discussion of the latest departmental updates, book launches, research, and other related 

announcements.  

 
 

 

https://anth.ubc.ca/events/event/departmental-workshop-on-politics-of-race-in-the-classroom/
https://anth.ubc.ca/2020/09/06/3c-coffee-cookies-and-conversation/


Our Anthropology Community in the News 

 

Charles Menzies 

Professor Charles Menzies’s news article, “Twitter Shaming Won’t Change University Power 

Structures”, was published by The Conversation on August 3, 2020.   

 
 
 
Diana Moreiras Reynaga 

  
 

 

 

 

Martina Volfová 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Interviewed for CBC North article, “Liard First Nation wins award 

for work preserving Kaska language”. 

 

Paul Caesar, Leda Jules and Jocelyn Wolftail 

during a Kaska language training workshop by 

the Liard First Nation language department. 

The department is one of this year's recipients 

of a Council of the Federation Literacy Awards. 

(Submitted by Martina Volfova) 

Interview on the Mexican radio 

program "Raíces" on September 10. Dr. 

Michael Blake and Dr. Diana Moreiras 

Reynaga discussed the early use 

of Theobroma cacao by pre-Columbian 

populations based on the most 

recent archaeological record,  

 the presence of cacao in ceramics and other artifacts, and the development of their online 

database "Ancient Cacao Map". (http://en.ancientcacao.com/).  

 

 

https://theconversation.com/twitter-shaming-wont-change-university-power-structures-142450
https://theconversation.com/twitter-shaming-wont-change-university-power-structures-142450
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/north/liard-first-nation-kaska-literacy-award-1.5719639?ref=mobilerss&cmp=newsletter_CBC+North_1653_131346&fbclid=IwAR25GwFN4nfcIOKT09YMegJa47veXnrm5asbrH9mMmjFdbqjwCLwiiqPTpo
https://www.udem.edu.mx/radioudem
http://en.ancientcacao.com/
http://en.ancientcacao.com/


News from Alumni 
 

 
 
 
 

Dr. Diana Moreiras Reynaga  

 

 
 

Diana Moreiras Reynaga (UBC Anthropology MA 2013; U Western Ontario PhD 2019) is the 

new Executive Director of the Canadian Latin American Archaeology Society.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marie-Eve Carrier-Moissan (UBC Anthropology 
PhD 2012), Associate Prof. at Carleton 
University, published “Gringo Love: Stories of Sex 
Tourism in Brazil” with the University of 
Toronto Press' new series "ethnoGRAPHIC". 

 

https://www.claas-canada.com/index.php/about-us/member-snapshots.html


Other Ongoing Events 
 

 



Presentations 
 
Hugh Gusterson 
Presented "race, justice and equality in international relations" to the Arms Control 
Negotiation Academy Boot camp, co-sponsored by Harvard University and the Wilson Center, 
on August 21, 2020. 
 

 
Publications 
 
Gaston Gordillo 
2020. “Gravity: On the Primacy of Terrain.” In Voluminous States: Sovereignty, Materiality, 
and the Territorial Imagination, edited by Frank Billé. Pp. 159-172. Durham: Duke 
University Press. 
 
Andrew Mason 
Norman Alexander Easton, Charles Moore & Andrew R. Mason (2020) The archaeology of 
submerged prehistoric sites on the North Pacific Coast of North America, The Journal of 
Island and Coastal Archaeology, DOI: 10.1080/15564894.2020.1785061 
 
Bruce Miller 
Expert testimony in Transmountain Pipeline ULC v. Mivasair, 2020 BCSC 1297, sentencing 
phase regarding Coast Salish law, September 18, 2020. 
 
Diana Moreiras Reynaga 
Moreiras Reynaga, Diana K., Millaire, J., García Chávez, R.E., Longstaffe, F.J. (2020). Aztec 
diets at the residential site of San Cristobal Ecatepec through stable carbon and nitrogen 
isotope analysis of bone collagen. Archaeological 
and Anthropological Sciences 12, 216. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12520-020-01174-3 
 
Sara Shneiderman 
Shneiderman, Sara. 2020. “The Affective Potentialities and Politics of Ethnicity, Inc. in 
Restructuring Nepal: Social Science, Sovereignty, and Signification” in Ethnicity, Commodity, 
In/Corporation. George Paul Meiu, Jean Comaroff, and John L. Comaroff, eds. Bloomington, 
IN: Indiana University Press. 195-223. 
 
Boyle, Edward and Sara Shneiderman. 2020 “Redundancy, Resilience, Repair: Infrastructural 
Effects in Borderland Spaces”. Verge: Studies in Global Asias 6(2): 112-138 DOI: 
10.5749/vergstudglobasia.6.2.0112. 
 
Le Billon, Philippe, Manoj Suji, Jeevan Baniya, Bina Limbu, Dinesh Paudel, Katharine Rankin, 
Nabin Rawal, and Sara Shneiderman. 2020. “Disaster Financialization: Earthquakes, 
Cashflows and Shifting Household Economies in Nepal”. Development and Change 51(4): 
939-969 DOI: 10.1111/dech.12603. 
 
Martina Volfová 
Volfova, Martina. 2020. "Draze milovaní... Dearly Loved Ones": Notes from the Front. 
American Anthropologist website, Aug 24. [Accessed Sep,19,2020]. 
http://www.americananthropologist.org/postcards/volfova/ 
 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s12520-020-01174-3
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The Department of Anthropology and the University of 
British Columbia are located on the traditional, 
ancestral, and unceded territory of the Musqueam 
people. 
 
Anthropology News is published monthly. 
Please send future contributions to: anth.web@ubc.ca  
 
The material in this bulletin was contributed by the 
Faculty, Students, Emeriti, Postdocs, Visitors and Staff  at 
the Department of Anthropology, UBC. 
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