
1 

UBC ANTHROPOLOGY NEWS 
ISSUE NO.4 VOL 15, 2020 

 

 

In 

    This  

          Issue 

 

Welcome to new faculty & staff (p. 2)  

Awards (p. 2) 

Publications (p. 3) 

Presentations (p. 4) 

 Faculty in the news (p. 5) 

 Upcoming Events (p. 6) 

 

“We peruse the study and 

constructive understanding of 

human diversity and 

commonality, across the 

globe and throughout the 

long span of human 

existence!” 



2 

  WELCOME TO FACULTY AND STAFF  

 

Welcome to Amirpouyan Shiva 

Dr. Shiva has joined our Department as a Lecturer after receiving his PhD 

from the University of Minnesota in 2018. This year Dr. Shiva is teaching a wide 

range of courses, including Introduction to Anthropology in the Coordinated 

Arts Program, the Anthropology of Media, and a new course for the 

Department, Ethnography of the Middle East. Dr. Shiva is especially 

interested in how technologies shape and enable their users, a topic he plumbed extensively in 

his doctoral research on human-computer interactions and user experience in the Persian 

blogosphere.  Dr. Shiva found that the technological medium contributes to the creation of 

bloggers’ identities and, in turn, that the selves fashioned in interaction with and communication 

through digital media affect social and political transformation.  

 

Welcome to Elham Pourmohammadi 

We are delighted to have Elham Pourmohammadi take up the position of 

Head’s Assistant/Communications Assistant. Elham will play a key role in 

supporting the tasks of the Department Head, and she will also be 

spearheading a wide realm of communications for our department, 

including the growth of our Department’s web and social media presence, 

expansion of our alumni engagement, and the production of our Department newsletter.  Elham 

holds an MA in Linguistics from the University of Saskatchewan and a certificate in OAT (Office 

Administration with Technology) from BCIT and she has extensive administrative and technical 

experience gained while working for over five years in fast-paced educational environments in 

Iran and here in Canada. 

A warm welcome to Elham! 

 

 AWARDS 

 

 

Hugh Gusterson 

was presented with the AAA Anthropology in Media Award, 

November 10, 2020.  

https://www.americananthro.org/ConnectWithAAA/Content.aspx?ItemNumber=25879
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Johnson, Raini, Andrew Mason and Andrew 

Martindale (2020) Reviewing Machine Learning 

Algorithms to Determine Best-Fit Models for 

Archaeological Predictive Modelling in British 

Columbia. The Midden 50(2):38-47. 

 

 

 

Mason, Andrew R. and David Pokotylo (2020) 

Canada: World Heritage. In: Smith C. (eds) 

Encyclopedia of Global Archaeology (2nd 

edition). Springer, Cham. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-30018-0_2383. 

 

 

 

Pokotylo, David and Andrew R. Mason (2020) 

Canada: Cultural Heritage Management and 

First Nations. In: Smith C. (eds) Encyclopedia of 

Global Archaeology (2nd edition). Springer, 

Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-30018-

0_1147. 

 

 

   

PUBLICATIONS 

 

Pokotylo, David and Andrew R. Mason (2020) 

Canada: Cultural Heritage Management. In: 

Smith C. (eds) Encyclopedia of Global 

Archaeology (2nd edition). Springer, Cham. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-30018-0_1189. 

 

 

2020 Ritchie, Morgan and Dana Lepofsky.  

From Local to Regional and Back Again: Social 

Transformation in a Coast Salish Settlement, 

1500-1000 BP. Journal of Anthropological 

Archaeology. December 2020, Volume 60. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jaa.2020.101210. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-30018-0_2383
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-30018-0_1147
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-30018-0_1147
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-30018-0_1189
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jaa.2020.101210
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  PRESENTATIONS 

 Creighton, Millie. 2020. “Whose Remembrance, 

of What, and to What Purpose:  Citizens Saving Japan’s 

Constitutional Peace Clause, and Its Relevance to 

Peace, War, and Canadian Multiculturalism.”, 

presented in UBC ANTH Faculty Brown Bag Series, 

November 10. 

 

 Gusterson, Hugh. 2020. "Racial Justice, Nuclear Weapons and Disarmament". Panel at 

Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs, Harvard University. October 9. 

 

 Gusterson, Hugh. 2020. "Covid and Culture," School for Advanced Research, Santa Fe. 

November 11. 

 

 Gusterson, Hugh. 2020. "The New Totalitarianism," American Anthropological Association 

Raising our Voices, November 12. 

 

 Gusterson, Hugh. 2020. "The Global Impact of the U.S. Election," panel for School for Public 

Policy and Global Affairs, UBC. November 13. 

 

 Charles Menzies is a keynote panelist at the the 9th International Indigenous Research 

Conference. This conference is hosted by Ngā Pae o te Māramatanga (The Maori Centre 

of Excellence, Auckland University). 

Event: Opening Keynote Discussion Panel - The global importance of “A Gathering of 

Indigenous Minds.” Gathering of Indigenous Minds for Sovereignty/Wellbeing/role of 

Indigenous Research Methodologies to provide researched solutions for sovereignty and 

wellbeing. [Panelists: Linda Smith, Kyle Powys White, Megan Davis, Charles Menzies]. 

http://indigenousresearchconference.ac.nz/programme  

 

 

 

 

 

 McKellin, William, H. 2020. "Patient Engagement and Patient Centred-Communication: 

Providing Information or Facilitating Learning?" UBC Centre for Health Education 

Scholarship, Cutting Edge Speaker's Series. Vancouver, BC, November 10, 2020. 

http://indigenousresearchconference.ac.nz/programme
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  FACULTY IN THE NEWS  
 

 

 Charles Menzies 

An interview on 93.9 CICK News, Smithers Community Radio aired with Prof. Menzies. He discusses 

mountain goats and his recently released short documentary, Walking in Our Ancestors Footsteps. 

The interview starts at about 21:30 mark of the segment. 

https://www.smithersradio.com/program-playlist/cick-news-playlist-11182020 

 

 

 

 Charles Menzies 

"How to show your project’s worth in social science and humanities research,"  

 

The social significance of your work attests to its ability to serve the public good — or the good of a 

specific population. Hagwil Hayetsk (Charles Menzies), Professor of Anthropology at UBC and the 

chair of the 2019 SSHRC Insight Development Grant committee on Indigenous research, describes 

“significance” as a project’s ability to serve the needs of people who aren’t academics:  

proposals 

https://www.universityaffairs.ca/career-advice/ask-dr-editor/how-to-show-your-projects-worth-in-

social-science-and-humanities-research-proposals/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.smithersradio.com/program-playlist/cick-news-playlist-11182020
https://www.universityaffairs.ca/career-advice/ask-dr-editor/how-to-show-your-projects-worth-in-social-science-and-humanities-research-proposals/
https://www.universityaffairs.ca/career-advice/ask-dr-editor/how-to-show-your-projects-worth-in-social-science-and-humanities-research-proposals/
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

 

Our weekly Coffee, Community, and Conversation (3C) 

is a social event for Anthropology students, faculty and 

staff to take a break and discuss current Anthropological 

happenings; The last 3C for this term is Wednesday, 

December 3, 10:00-10:45am. 

https://anth.ubc.ca/community/events/ 

 

Working Tools Seminar Series:  Community-Facing Data Management 

Platforms for Indigenous-University Partnerships (last presentation scheduled for 

December 4, 2020 3:00 pm) 

One of the key challenges to collaborative practice between university-

based researchers and Indigenous communities is to foster equitable 

knowledge 

co-production with all stakeholders through the sharing of data. 

Increasingly this task is mediated by digital systems, but there is no single 

solution that serves all needs. 

This seminar series brings together research partnership teams that have 

developed and employed digital knowledge mobilization solutions to 

their work. Our ambition is to explore existing efforts and anticipate future digital solutions for 

research partnerships. 

https://anth.ubc.ca/events/event/13318/ 

 

The Inaugural Racial (In)Justice Lecture: The 

Torture Letters: The Scars of Being Policed While 

Black 

DATE 

Tuesday December 8, 2020 

TIME 

12:30 PM - 2:00 PM 

This talk introduces Ralph’s recently published 

book, The Torture Letters, which focuses on what it means to be policed in the United States today. 

It moves from Ralph’s own experiences with racial profiling as a teenager to the horrific history of 

police torture in Chicago. https://anth.ubc.ca/2020/11/29/the-inaugural-racial-injustice-lecture-

laurence-ralph-2/  

https://anth.ubc.ca/community/events/
https://anth.ubc.ca/events/event/13318/
https://anth.ubc.ca/2020/11/29/the-inaugural-racial-injustice-lecture-laurence-ralph-2/
https://anth.ubc.ca/2020/11/29/the-inaugural-racial-injustice-lecture-laurence-ralph-2/
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The Department of Anthropology and the University of 

British Columbia are located on the traditional, 

ancestral, and unceded territory of the Musqueam 

people. 

 

Anthropology News is published monthly. 

Please send future contributions to: anth.web@ubc.ca  

 

The material in this bulletin was contributed by the 

Faculty, Students, Emeriti, Postdocs, Visitors and Staff at 

the Department of Anthropology, UBC. 
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